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1)	 Work in whatever way you feel most comfortable and the
	 techniques that work best for you – if you don’t enjoy drawing
	 much, spend more of your time creating a model.

2)	 When starting a new design, make a note of everything in the
	 story. Use these to think about the world you are creating, and
	 consider how the set design can give support to the telling of
	 the story.

3)	 Think about the relationship between the actors on stage and
	 the audience and importantly what their sight lines are - you
	 don’t want to build something huge that half the audience can’t
	 see the stage! 

4)	 Leave things open to interpretation – once you have an idea
	 don’t tell people exactly what you are doing but hint at certain
	 things and let people draw their own conclusions.

5)	 Don’t discount things because they seem big and impossible;
	 there will always be some big and theatrical way of achieving
	 your design.

5 Top Tips  
	 Designing a Set

Playing Shakespeare
with Deutsche Bank


